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XL A Letter of Dr. John Wallis, 20 Mr. An-
drew Fletcher 5 corcerning the flrange Eﬁec'ff
reported 0fMuﬁCk in Former Times, beyond
what is to be found in Later Ages.

S I R, Oxford, Aug. 18. 1698,

THE Queftion you lately propofed to me (by a
| Friend of yours) concerning Mufick; was not,
Whence it comes to pafs that Mufick hath fo great an In-
fluence cr Efficacy on cur Affetions, Paflions, Mctions,
¢ But whence it is that thefe great effects which are
reported of Mufick in Former Times, (of Orpheus, Am-
phion, &c.) are not as well found to follow upon the
Muiick of Later Ages.

If that firft had been the Queftion; Whence it is that

- Mufick Operates on our Fancies, Affefticns, Pefiions,
Mcticns, (e, and not ours only, but of cther Animals,
(for it is manifeft that Birds and Beafts are affeéied with
Mufical Notes as well as Men:) Andeven as things inanis
mate) for ’tis well known, that of two Uniflone-Strings,
though at fome diftance, if one be ftruck, the other wiil
move.) ‘

I fay, if this were the Queftion, T muft, in anfwer to
it, have difcourfed of the Nature of Sounds, produced by
{ome Subtile Motions in the Air, propagated and contte
nued to the Ear and Organs of Hearing, and tihence com-
municated to the Animal Spirits ; waich excite fuitable
Imaginations, AffeGions, Paffions, &c. and thefe at-
tended with conformable Motions and Ations, and ac-
cording to the various Proportions, Meafures, and Mix-
tures of fuch Sounds, there do arifc various Effeéts in the
Mind or Imagination, {uitable thereunto. Thus the rough
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Mufick of Drums and Trumpets, is apt to preduce Cou-
rage and Fiercenefs in Martial Minds; and more or lefs
a:cording to the Dogrees of Roughne(s.  And {weerer
Sounds of meore fedate Mufick, are apt to excite fofter
Paificns, aad of different Kinds and Degress, accordio
to the Slownls or Swifirefs, Loudnels cr Calmnefs,
Acuencds or Gravity, and the various Meafures and
Mixrares of fuch Mufical Sounds.  The' Animal Spirits
bring apt to receive Impretfions anfiverable to thole fub-
cile Motions, communicated to them from the Organs
of Hearing. ‘

But tie Queftion you move is only of the Comparative
Effeits of Maiick reported to have beenin the Days of old,
beyond what appears upon that of later Ages.

In anfwer to which, there are many things to be con-
idered :

1. I take it for granted, That much of thofe Reports

is highly Hyperbolical, and next door to Fabnlous; ac-
cording to the Humour of thofe Ages, termed by Hifte-
rians, Tempus Mytbicum, (the Fabulous Age) for (whate-
'er may be thought of Men, Beafls and Birds, no Man
can think that the Trees and Stones did Dance after their
©.pe.  And even in more modeft Times, the Poetical
Stories of Olympus, Atlas, and other Mountains, reach-
1ng up to Heaven, are much beyond what is now to be
found in thofe Parts where they are faid to have been;
and many Mountains now well known (as the 4/ps, the
Apennines, the Pike of Temeriff) are much higher than
el dtlas or-Olympus.  And their Famed Tyber is bar a
Ditch compared with our Zhames. And lke Abate-
ments we muit allow to the Hyperbolical Elogies of their
Mafick.

2. We muft confider, That Mufick (to any tolerable
Degree) was then (if not a New, at leaft) a Rare Thing,
wiuchrhe Ruflicks, on whom it is reported to have{had
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fuch Effe@s, had never heard before : and on fuch, a liztla
Mufick will do great Feats, As we find at this Day,
a Fiddle or a Bag-pipe, among a Company of Countrs
Fellows and Wenches (who uever knew better) or at a
Country Morrice-Dance, will make them skip and thake
their Heels notably. (And the like hererofore, 1o 2
Sheperd’s Reed or Qaten-Pipe) And when fome fuch
thing happened amongft thole Rufticks of Old, That,
with fomewhat of Hyperbole, would make a great
Noife.

3. Weare to confider that their Mufick (even after it
came to fome gcod Degree of Perfection) was much
more plain and fimple thanours now a-days. They had
not Conforts of Two, Three, Four or more Parts or
Voices : But one fingle Voice or fingle Inftrument, a-par;
which, to a rude Ear, is much more taking than more
compounded Mufick. And we find that a fimple Jig,
fung or play’d on a Fiddle or Bag Pipe, doth more affe@*
a company of Rufticks, than a fet of Vials and Voices.
For that is at a Pitch not above their Capacity 5 where-
as this other confounds it, with a great Noife, but nc-
thing diftinguifhable to their Capacity. Like fome deli-
cate Sauce made up of a Mixture of many Ingredients ;
which may yield an agreeable Tafte, but not {oas to di-
ftinguith the particular Relifh of any one: But Honey or
Sugar by it felf, they could underftand and Relifk with a
‘more particular Gudto.

4. We are to confider, That Aufick with-the Ancients
was of a larger extent than what we call Mufick now
a-days: For Poetry and Dancing (or comely Motion)
were then accounted parts of Mufick, when Mufick arrie
ved to fome Perfe@ion. Now we know that Ferfe of i
felf, if in good Meafures and Afetionate Langnsge, and
this fet to 2 Mufical Tune, and fung by a decent Voice,
and accompanied but wich foft Mufick (inflrumental) if
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any, fuch as not to drown or obfcure the emchitick
Exprefiions (like what we call Recitative-Mufick) will
work ftrangely upon the Ear, and meve Affections (bita-
ble to the Tune and Ditty ; (whether Brisk and Pleadant,
or Soft and Pitiful, or Fierc¢ and Angry, or Moderate
and Secate) efpecilly if attended with a Gellure and
Afion fuirable.  (For’tis well known, that {uitabie AQ-
ing on a Stage, gives great Life to the Words,) Now alf
this together (which were all Ingredients in what they
cailed Mufick) muft needs operate firongly on the Fan-
cies and Affe¢tions of ordinary People, unacquzinted
with fuch kind of Treatments. For, if the deliberate
reading of a Romance (when well penn’d) will produce
Tirth, Tears, Joy, Grief, Pitty, Wrathor {udignatios,
{uirzble to the repeclive Intentsof it, much more vould
it {o do, i sccotmpanied with a!f thofe Attendants,

5. You w.ll ask perhiaps, Why may not all tlis be
enow dore, as well as that? [ anfiwer, no deubr it may,
and with hke Effe&, if an Addrels be made, in proser
Words with moving Arguments, in juft Meafures (Pce.
tical or Rhetorical) with the Emphatick Words, Words
{et in fignal Places, pronounced with a good Veice, and
a true Accent, and attended with a decent Gefture; zid
all thefe {uitably adjufted to the Paffion, AffeCicn, or
temper of Mind, particularly defigned to be produc’d,
(be it joy, Love, Grief, Pitty, Courage or Indignation)
will certainly now, as well as then, produce great Effects
upon the Mind, efpecially upon a Surprize, and where
Perfons are not otherwife pre-engagd: And if {o ma-
naged as that you be (or {eem to be) in earneft ; and, if
not over-acted by apparent Affectation.

6, We
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6.. We are to confider that che ulual Defign of whae
we now call Mufick, is very different from that of the
Ancients.  What we now call Mafick, is but what they
called Harmonick ; which was but one Part of their Mu-
fick (confiftieg of Words, Verfe, Voice, Tune, Inftru-
ment and A&ing) and we are not ro expe the fame
Effect of one Picce as of the whole.. Aad, of their Har-
monick at firft, when we are told (by a great Hyperdole)
that it did draw after it, not Men only, but Birds, Beafts,
Trees and Stones: this is no more (bating the Hyper-
bole) but what we now fee daily in a Country-Town;
when Boys, and Girls, and Country-folk, rua after a
Bag-pipe or a Fidler (efpecially if they had saver feen
the like before) ; of which we are apt (xvennow) 1o fay,
All the Town runs after the Fidler ; or, the Fidler draws
all the Town after him ; or, as when they flock abcuta
Ballad-Singer in a Fair, or the Morrice-Dancers at a
Whitfund Ale. And all their Hyperbole’s can fignifie ro
mere but this; when their Mufick was but a Reed or
an open Tipe.

7. It’s true, that when Mufick was arrived to greater
Perfection, it was then applied to particular Defigns of
exciting this or that particular Affe@tion, Paffion or
Temper of Mind ; (as Courage to Soldiers in the Ficld ;
Love, in an Amorous Addrels ; Tears and Pitty, in a
Doleful Dirty ; Fury and Indignation, in a Fiercer Tune;
and, aSedate Temper when applyedto compofe or paci-
fy a Furious Quarrel; ) the Tunes and Mealures being
fuitably adapred to fuch Defigns.

8. But fuch Defigns as thofe, feem almoft quite neg-
le¢ted in our prelent Mufick. The chief Defign now,
in our moft accomplil’d Mufick, being to pleafe the Ear ;
when, by a fwest Mixture of differeat Parts and Voices,
wirh juft Cadences znd Concords intermix’d, a Giateful
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Sound is produced to pleafe the Ear; (as a2 Cook’s weil
tempered Sauce doth the Palate;) which to a common
Ear is only a confufed Noife of they know mot what
(though fomewhat Pleafing) while only the judicious
Mufician can difcern and diftinguith the juft Pro-
portions.

9. "Tis true, thateven this Compound Mufick admits
of diffevent Chara&ers ; fome is more Brisk and Airy ;
others more Sedate and Grave; others more Larguid;
as the different Subjefts do require.  But that which is
moft proper to excite particular Paffions or Difpofitions,
is fuch as is more fimple and uncomgounded : fuchasa
Murfes Languid Tune, lulling her Babe to fleep; or a
contitued reading in an even Tone; or even the foft
Murmur of a little Rivulet, running upon Gravel or
Pibbles, inducing a quiet Repofe of the Spirits : And
centrarywife, the Briskne(s of a Jig, on aKit or Violine,
exciting to Dance.  Which are more Operative to {uch
particular Ends, than an elaborate Compofition of Fuil
Mafick : Which Two differ as much as that of a Cook’s
mixing a Sauce to make it Palatable; and that of a Phy-
fician mixing a Potion for curing a particular Diftemper,
or procuriag a juft Habit of Body (where yet, a little Su-
gar to {weeten it may not do amifs.)

10. To conclude then; If we aim only at pleafing the
Ear, by a fweet Confort, I doubt not but our modern
Compofitions may equal, if’ not excced thofe of the An-
cients : Amongf whom I do not find any Foot-fteps of
what we call {everal Parts or Voices, (as Bals, Treble,
Mean, &, fung in Cenfort) anfwering ecach other to
compleat the Mufick. But if we would have our Mu.
fick fo adjufted asto excite particular Pafficn, Affe@ions,
or Temper of Mind (as that of the Ancients is {uppofed
10 have done ) we mufl then imitate the Phyfician rather
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than the Cook; and apply more fimple Ingredients,ficted
to the Temper we would produce. For in the {weet
Mixture of compounded Mufick, one thing doth fo cor-
rect another, that it doth not operate {trongly any one
way. And this, J doubt not, but a judicious Compofer
may f{o effet, (that with the Help of fuch Hyperbole’s,
as with which the Ancient Mufick is woat to be fet off )
our Mufick may be faid todo as great Feats as any of
theirs. Tam,

S I R,

Tour very Humble Servant,

Joun WaLws.
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